Creating a parameterised query.

You can create a parameterised query using the Data Adapter Configuration Wizard. When using parameters in a SQL statement for a SQL Server command, you use named variables for placeholders. An example, where the field you want to seek out is, say RepID, is to use the placeholder named variable, @RepID. After you define the SQL statement, you create the parameter objects that will hold the values that are substituted for the placeholders. If you use the Data Adapter Configuration Wizard to create the Data Adapter and its related components,  the parameter objects are created for you. In that case the parameters fo a SQL Server command are given the names specified in the SQL statement, and the parameters for an OLE DB command are given the names of the columns they are associated with. If you don’t use the Data Adapter Configuration Wizard, you can define the parameters using code. (See later in this document for how to do that).

A Parameterised Query for a SQL Server Command.

Select RepID, RepName, RepWhatever

From Reps

Where RepID = @RepID

A Parameterised Query for an OLE DBCommand.

Select RepID, RepName, RepWhatever

From Reps

Where RepID = ?

A Statement that assigns a value to a parameter by name

daReps.SelectCommand.Parameters(“@RepID”).Value = txtRepID.Text

A Statement that assigns a value to a parameter by index

daReps.SelectCommand.Parameters(0).Value = txtRepID.Text

· If you use the Data Adapter Configuration Wizard to create a command object with a Select statement that includes parameters, you can use the Collection Editor dialog box to work with those parameters.

· To display this dialog box, select the data adapter to display its properties in the properties window. Then expand the SelectCommand property of the data adapter, click on the Parameters property and then click on the ellipsis that’s displayed.

· To display or change the properties for a parameter, select the parameter in the members list.

· Before you can execute a parameterised query, you must set the values of the parameters. You can set initial values from the Collection Editor dialog box, but you’ll want to use code to change these values as the program executes.

· To refer to a parameter through code, use the Parameters property of the command object to access the parameters collection of the command. Then use the parameter name or index to identify the property and use the Value property to set its value.

Using Code

Three ways to create a SqlParameter object

sqlParameter = New SqlParameter()

sqlParameter = New SqlParameter(parametername, value)

sqlParameter = New SqlParameter(parametername, dbtype)

Code that creates a parameter and adds it to the parameters collection

Dim prmRepID As New SqlParameter()

prmRepID.ParameterName = “@RepID”

prmRepID.SqlDbType = SqlDbType.Int

cmdReps.Parameters.Add(prmRepID)

A statement that sets the value of the parameter

cmdReps.Parameters(“@RepID”).Value = txtRepID.Text

Another way to set the value of the parameter
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