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ABSTRACT
Since the publication of Charles Darwin’s book ‘On the Origin of Species’ in 1859 (Darwin, 1859), the theory of evolution has accumulated supporting evidence to prove itself as the best explanation we have for the existence of all life on earth. All of the information gathered on this subject is already available for people to learn about but the aim of this eBook is to present the subject of evolution in a quirky but simply written format. The objective of this eBook is to present the subject of evolution using a clear concise writing style and simple colour illustrations to target a reading market who are daunted by the books already out there on the subject. 
     Primary data collected from a survey of one hundred people earlier in the year demonstrated an extremely low level of knowledge and understanding about the Big Bang Theory and the Theory of Evolution. It also provided an encouraging high vote in favour of an eBook such as this to help promote a better understanding of the subject. 
     This eBook has a specific niche; it is an illustrated body of work that is aimed at young adults and above who want to learn about the subject of evolution in an exciting way. The title of the eBook is ‘R-evolution’ to emphasise its intention to revolutionise peoples’ understanding of this subject area and to question previous beliefs about how we came into existence.	

1. INTRODUCTION

This eBook was inspired by many authors, designers, documentaries and website sources during the creation of this eBook, but one quote in particular resonated perfectly with the ambition for quality in the final piece.
      	 “In the beginning I looked around and, not finding the automobile of my dreams, decided to build 	  it myself.”         					 - Ferdinand Porsche (Germany, 1932)

The creation of this eBook began with a single thought. Throughout the sections of this dissertation, evidence of accumulating ideas and their implementation show how the eBook reached its conclusion. The following is a brief overview of what each section will discuss.
     Section Two describes the background research of the eBook and specific reading, visual and website material that helped to construct the vision for this project.
     Section Three details the methodology of designing this book including the timetable of project planning, a synopsis of the illustration process, the extensive use of design programs Adobe Photoshop and Adobe InDesign and visual proof of the technical design process.
     Section Four explains how the methodology process in Section Three was implemented. It makes reference to significant challenges faced along the way and how they were overcome.
     Section Five evaluates the masters design project as a whole; including a survey conducted to validate the necessity for this particular style of eBook and a recent feedback questionnaire based on reviews of one of the finished book chapters.
     Section Six relates this eBook to other work published on the subject of evolution and discusses the unique selling points of this project. It identifies its niche market using the results of the evaluation section to prove its selling potential.
     Section Seven concludes the dissertation, confirming the points outlined in the introduction and describes the future plans for this eBook.

2. BACKGROUND RESEARCH
2.1 – Origin of idea
The idea for this eBook was initially inspired by the famous evolutionary biologist and author, Richard Dawkins. His book ‘The God Delusion’ (Dawkins, 2006) introduced the concept of evolution to the student and clearly explained why it provided a more satisfying reason for human existence. He dedicated his book in memory of the late screen writer and author Douglas Adams, whose quote resonated with Dawkin’s intention for his book and also inspired the aim of this eBook
	“Isn’t it enough to see that a garden is beautiful without having to believe that there are fairies at 	the bottom of it too?” (Adams, 2003, p. 9)
This eBook intended to explore the beauty of evolution without any complicating language or waffle. It would be nicely decorated with descriptive illustrations to help readers through some of the more difficult explanations. But first, the research had to be gathered and studied.

2.2 – Research for writing about the Big Bang Theory and the origin of life on earth
Most of the information the author needed to write a chapter on the Big Bang Theory came from the bestselling book ‘A brief history of time’  (Hawking, 1996) by the famous mathematician Stephen Hawking. In this book, his intention is to explain the wonders of the universe in the least complicated way possible. It was extraordinarily thorough but tedious at times to extract the basic information needed to write the eBook chapter.
     Another helpful reference to clarify some of Hawking’s more complicated explanations was a website called cosmolearning.com (2012). It broke up the stages of the expansion of the universe and explained how matter combined to form stars and planets.
     Richard Dawkin’s bestselling book ‘The Selfish Gene’ (Dawkins, 1976) explained how the chemical conditions of a young planet earth provided the perfect setting for the first living single cell organisms to evolve and how they might have done so. It also explained how the process of evolution can produce highly improbable complex forms of life through a gradual accumulation of mutations over millions of years.

2.3 – Research for writing about the evolution of humans
A website called onelife.com (2011) summarised the evolution of creatures that lead to humans. It provided a lot of detail on each species that evolved specifically within the hominid clade to which we belong.
     A book called ‘Bones, stones and molecules’ (Cameron and Groves, 2004) written by David W. Cameron and Colin P. Groves provided the evidence of this evolution by showing fossilised bones of these creatures and the tools they left behind. It gives an interesting insight into how they lived and why they evolved.
     Steven Pinker’s book, “How the mind works” (Pinker, 1997) and an interview he conducted for a television series called ‘Evolution of the Mind’ (2012) provided detailed information on internal evolution, specifically the rewiring of the human brain to support intelligence, consciousness and speech.             Another book of his, ‘The better angels of our nature; why violence has declined in then human species’ (Pinker, 2011) explores the cultural and behavioural evolution of humans. 

2.4 – Research for writing about the future of human evolution
Alvin Toffler, who wrote the best-selling 1970’s book ‘Future shock’ (Toffler, 1970); predicted the dangers of accelerating change in technology and cultural behaviours. His research confirms the gap between the evolutionary time that it takes to evolve a brain to cope with new situations and the rapid evolution of technology and cultural etiquette that has long since bypassed our own.
     Two documentaries watched as research for this eBook provided an interesting insight into two hypotheses that deal with a future with and without humans in it. One was called ‘Population Zero’ (2005) which explored the aftermath if humans were to suddenly vanish into thin air indefinitely. It showed the control humans have on this planet and all other life that lives on it and how that grip would gradually loosen over time. The other documentary was called ‘Can we live forever’ (2011) which explores the possibilities of human immortality and how science has identified exactly what needs to be done to achieve it.
     These books, websites and documentaries, along with others listed in Appendix A, provided the project with most of the information needed to research certain topics more intricately. Educational websites were researched regularly to reiterate some of the more complex explanations in the books and to quickly access updated information on specific topics.

2.5 – Visual Research

 As part of the plan to illustrate this eBook, a lot of visual research had to be undertaken. Some of the researched books, documentaries and websites provided useful diagrams which were collected and made into mood boards. A sample of these mood boards can be seen in Appendix B. All of this visual research helped to clarify some ideas that were difficult to understand through words alone. 
[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]

3- METHODOLOGY
3.1 - Overview
The methodology for creating this eBook was as follows: an extensive sole research period, first draft written, sketch work development, finalised written draft and illustrations completed, and compilation and formatting of the two aspects of the book. Throughout this methodology, continued research was necessary to keep updated on new breakthroughs.

3.2 – Development of writing style
As the bulk of research was gathered, the author began writing a rough draft of each chapter based on all new information learned. The method of this particular task was quite straightforward; take a section of information, simplify it and write it in a clear and interesting style. This method was applied to every chapter of the book and when the first draft was completed, the process began again. 
     Whilst the book redrafting continued, the fourth draft was imported into InDesign into a pre-decided textbox layout as a template for the book. Any further changes to the written aspect would be made within this design program.

3.3 – Development of drawing style
As the first draft started to take shape, more attention was given to developing a definite style of drawing for the book. Prior to any major sketching being undertaken, the author/illustrator intended the book to be a highly colourful piece. But as the drawing time increased, opinions changed. A more subtle illustrative style using a 0.7mm black gel ink pen did most of the work, with a hint of colour woven throughout the book.
     By June, most of the final illustrations to be inserted into the book were drawn. Each design page contained approximately four to eight illustrations so the first step was to scan the page into Photoshop. When the page appeared on the screen, it was brightened, contrasted and removed of any blemishes. Then each illustration was cropped and named. Each image was placed into a folder according to which chapter it belonged in. The illustration would then be manually placed one by one into the InDesign document where it would be subject to readjustment, resizing and formatting alongside the text.
[image: ]   [image: ]

3.4 – Setting up an InDesign document for importing text and illustrations
In June 2012, the InDesign document for the book was being setup ready to receive the text and imagery completed. Prior to this, a lot of book and internet research was undertaken to learn about designing type for eBooks as well as an in-depth tuition on how to create a good typography layout in Adobe InDesign. A list of typography books read in preparation for this stage is given in Appendix A. One book in particular was used on a daily basis called ‘InDesign Type’ (French, 2006). It clearly explained the steps to setting up an InDesign document for a book as well as guidelines for creating paragraph styles, page numbers, tracking, kerning and leading setting to maximize the legibility of the text.
     The final stage of this project’s methodology was to continue improving the appearance and styling of the illustration and typography layout as well as continually rewriting some areas of the book before the final hand-in.

4 – IMPLEMENTATION
4.1 – The physical book versus the eBook
One of the initial decisions to be made was deciding whether to create a physical book or an eBook. Initially the sway was toward the physical book because it seemed at the time to be more straightforward. The opinion changed soon afterwards for two main reasons. Firstly, after researching more deeply into the benefits of creating an eBook, the straightforward uploading process of an eBook to an online global platform and Amazon’s generous 70:30 royalty division in the author’s favour helped to make this decision. The second reason was established after receiving a reply from a publishing company in Northern Ireland regarding costs of printing a physical book.  An email was sent enquiring the rough cost of printing for a 150 paged, A5 sized full colour book. The publishers replied quoting that a beginner’s batch of five hundred hardback books would cost approximately £10,000. That email briskly diverted all attention to creating an eBook!
4.2 – The consequences of choosing to design an eBook
But by choosing to design an illustrated eBook, a few more challenges were faced. EBooks with no illustrations, that is to say, straight text, are mostly uploaded online in epub formats or similar which auto syncs the text to fit the screen it’s being read on. The most used screen sizes that eBooks are read on are the 7” Kindle, Nook or Kobo tablets, the 10” iPad, the 3.5” iPhone and iPod touch. Although tools exist that make it relatively quick and easy for a designer to see the page on the right screen size and move things around a bit, that doesn’t really solve the problem. An illustrated book publisher would really have to design and layout each book at least twice (for the 10-inch and 7-inch screens) and possibly three times to fit the iPhone screen too. That would mean designing three different files, so it’s impossible to move the illustrated eBook across devices and have them auto-sync the way Kindle, Nook, Kobo, and Apple enable for straight text. This means, for illustrated eBooks, one size definitely does not fit all. For now, the eBook would be targeted at the kindle market and depending on its success; decisions could be made at a later stage regarding the design for other screen sizes.

4.3 – Developing a definitive drawing style

One of the most important aspects of this eBook’s design was creating the right style of illustration to suit the context of the words. A lot of experimentation with colour and drawing styles was undertaken. Extensive examples of these experiments are given in Appendix B. Initially the drawing style for the eBook was to be a very clean cut Adobe Illustrator style as it looked professional. This plan changed for several reasons. Firstly, this clean cut style was not one that came naturally to the designer. The style that produced the most natural and satisfying results was a personal one. The debate about using it in the eBook was concerns that it looked too infantile. 
	After several meetings with the design development supervisor, the agreed opinion was that the finished eBook would benefit from a unique style and it lightened the heavy subject of evolution considerably. After several weeks of sketching illustrations, confidence in this style increased; they could be produced at the rapid rate the time plan demanded. The volume of information that the reader was taking in didn’t need any major distractions with heavy colour imagery. Simple inked illustrations with a light addition of colour complimented the overall context much more successfully.
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4.4 – Editing the eBook

Being the sole designer, writer, illustrator, editor, compiler, publisher and advertiser of a book means making a lot of choices on how to improve the piece. Some choices are much more difficult than others.             For example, one chapter of the book had to be cut completely to benefit the overall theme. Many hours had been spent over many weeks researching, writing and sketching for this topic but it no longer fit in with the rest of the book. It described the conflicts between science and religion. It was a subject that the author had many opinions on and found difficult from keeping out of the writing. It was realised that it may appear derogatory to those with spiritual/religious beliefs who might be reading it. From the beginning, this book was to be designed to display the facts of evolution in an interesting way, never to be demeaning or condescending to those with a belief in a higher power. It is a personal opinion that people can decide for themselves if they want to accept the facts or not. The excommunicated religious chapter is given in Appendix C.



4.5 - Deciding a price for the eBook
To help decide what price would be charged for the eBook, investigations were made into Amazon’s top 100 non-illustrated and illustrated books. For the non illustrated top 100, there were only fifteen percent of books priced above £5 and fifty-one percent priced below £2.50. For the illustrated top 100, there were sixteen percent priced above £5 and a massive sixty-five percent priced below £2.50. It was a surprise to learn that illustrated books were kept at such a low price, lower in general than non illustrated books just to stay in competition for the most sales. Research began on the psychology of book pricing so as to set the eBook at the optimum price and get the most out of it. It is certain that the eBook will be under £5, how far under that price yet, is still uncertain. 
5 – EVALUATION
5.1 – Survey conducted in January to determine the market value of this eBook

As part of research to validate the market value of the eBook, a survey of one hundred people was conducted about the subject of evolution. One of the questions asked if people preferred illustrated books to plain ones. Sixty-nine percent said yes. In the comments box below this question, people commented that it breaks up the text nicely, it makes the book flow better, and for informative books especially, illustrations are very important. 
     Another question asked if people thought that an illustrated eBook on the subject of evolution could promote a better understanding of it. Ninety-two percent of people said yes. Some said ‘it would be the first thing to draw my attention to it’. One person said that they think many people disagree with evolution because they don’t understand it and that an illustrated book could help clarify a few things for them. This confirmed that this eBook had plenty of financial potential and had a niche on the online eBook market. The January questionnaire results are given in Appendix D.

5.2 – Questionnaire in August to review eBook before publication

As the eBook approached completion, a survey of twenty people was carried out to review chapter one. It was handed out to several professionals from marketing, design, journalistic and other backgrounds. They were asked to read it in full and fill out a questionnaire to evaluate its marketing potential and general opinion. The results were very positive. 
     Question four asked if people thought the accompanying illustrations helped to explain the story of the Big Bang Theory. 90 percent said yes and ten percent said maybe. One respondent replied;
	“Yes. The chapter was much easier to read because of the illustrations. They had a nice light, 	simplistic style”.
     Question six asked if they would be interested in reading the rest of the book based on reading the first chapter. One hundred percent said yes. One respondent added;
	“This chapter alone has helped me understand a lot of things I previously didn’t have a clue 	about. I’d love to learn more about evolution as well”.
     Question seven asked if they thought this book, based on the first chapter appeals to people that know little or nothing about the Big Bang Theory or The Theory of Evolution and want to learn about it in a clear and interesting way. 100 percent said yes. One person said;
	“I have always been interested in learning about the subject but never thought I would be able to 	understand it. It seemed too complicated but this book makes it so easy to read about”
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Question eight asked people to add any other comments they had based on their reading of the first chapter. The following are a few of those comments.

“This chapter is anything but daunting, it’s exciting to read and easy to understand. I’d defiantly buy this book to read the rest of it.”

“This book targets a new readership market. It’s a beginner’s book for adults that may know 	nothing about the Big Bang Theory or the Theory of Evolution but want to learn about it in an exciting way”.

“Although I had previously understood a lot of the information described in the sample first 	chapter, I much preferred this style of writing. I wish I had read something like this before reading other complicated books on the subject”

“I was drawn in by the book title and cover illustration immediately. It’s so clever and interesting to look at, and the sample chapter didn’t let it down, very enjoyable and informative”.

“Very impressed with the first chapter and love the illustrations, so original!”

These reviews echo the original aims and objectives for this eBook. It confirms that this is indeed a unique body of work, it has a lot of marketing potential and it targets the niche market it was intended for. The entire review questionnaire results are given in Appendix E.

6 – RELATION TO OTHER WORK	
This eBook is for people who want to learn about the subject of evolution and the human psyche in an exciting way. With the greatest respect to famous authors like Richard Dawkins, Steven Pinker and Daniel C. Dennett; their books contained the knowledge needed, but they weren’t personally invigorating to read. They were text heavy, long-winded and sometimes lacked any real connection with the reader. Their books tell the story, but not with the passion that this eBook tells it with. 
     The aim of this eBook is not only explain how the earth and life as we know it came to be but to look deeper into the wonderful species that is the human being. It talks about the complex computer that is our brain; how did we learn language? What are emotions? What proof is there of evolution in our own bodies that we can see for ourselves? It explores future possibilities and asks some of the more philosophical questions; what is the purpose of life? What happens when we die? Is there an afterlife? Can science someday make us immortal? 
     This eBook is new twist on an old tale. Most of the books researched and mentioned in section one concentrated on one particular topic, and very intensively so. This work was an appetizer to every subject matter which helped to keep it light and fresh. Scientific equations, complicated mathematics and long winded explanations were completely eliminated to avoid putting off the reader.
 	
6.1 – The contrast of target markets between this eBook and other books on the subject

 There is a huge market opportunity for this eBook that targets young adults and above. It’s unique in the sense that it contains only the relevant and easy to understand information on the Big Bang Theory, the creation of life on earth, the evolution of life and the human species. It is nicely illustrated to help readers through some of the more difficult explanations and it’s the only illustrated eBook on this subject that is targeted at adults. From the extensive research done to find the competition, it was found that the best and only illustrated books on evolution were targeted at children. Who says that as adults, we’re beyond looking at picture books to help us understand the context of words? A list of illustrated children’s books on the subject of evolution is given in Appendix F.
This eBook holds the type of information that feeds ones of mankind’s most basic traits, curiosity. We have an insatiable appetite to explore and question the world around us. It is the reason why we’ve become the most successful species on earth. It is a sacred gift in a sense. That's why Einstein called it "holy" when he wrote;
	"The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing. One 	cannot 	help but be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the 	marvellous structure of reality. It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little of this 	mystery every day. Never lose a holy curiosity." (U.S.A, 1945)

7 – CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK
7.1 - Conclusion
This dissertation has discussed and proven what the aims and objectives of this eBook were. This eBook has several unique selling points. It has a specific niche; it is very marketable and has an edge on the books already out there on the subject.
     A personal aim for this eBook is to hope that those who take the time to read this information for the first time and who have a strong faith in a higher power, keep an open mind about what has been taught and what is truth. The most dangerous thing humans can do is to close themselves off to the beauty of knowledge and learning. If that had happened through the history of time, we’d still believe the world was flat and that the sun revolved around earth. Our instinct of curiosity has been our greatest asset throughout our evolution, so why stop now?

7.2 – Future work
With the eBook complete, an advertising campaign will begin. The author is keen to plan this properly to give the eBook a chance to accumulate a decent number of sales. Besides word of mouth, this eBook will be advertised regularly on FaceBook and Twitter accounts to gain as much exposure as possible. Amazon offers global advertising packages to suit every budget as well as multiple other websites that specialise in advertising eBooks across the web. Local newspapers will be informed of the eBook’s release as well as the choice placing of some promotional posters to build anticipation. 
     If this eBook does well, the author would like to design and publish a comic based on it, with much less text and more visuals to explain the story. It could target a more specific market that want to learn about evolution in a more comical way.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX  A: My book research
October 26, 2011 at 1:53 pm (Book research) · Edit
I’ll upload all my comments on what I’ve learned from each one when I’ve finished them and scans of pages with useful information.
1)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/bones-stones-and-molecules-book.jpg?w=160&h=172]
To be perfectly honest, only the first forty pages of this book were of any interest to me; perhaps because it summarised in reasonably clear language what the book would explore. The scans I’ve uploaded below are mostly clear cut diagrams of the path of evolution to Homo sapiens which I’d like to illustrate in my own way for my book…
2)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/future-shock-book.jpg?w=128&h=203]
I’ve uploaded a pdf of the notes for this book as they are 16 pages long. My personal opinion of this book is a good one. My only qualm would be that I’d like to read a book like this but with more relevance to the present day. Alvin Toffler wrote this several decades ago and while he has very modern views…alot of the book is very dated in terms of what science and sociology have come up with since its publication.
3)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/the-selfish-gene-book.jpg?w=182&h=278]
The first forty pages of this book were of most use to me. I learned more about how evolution began back when the earth was a swirling mass of gases and liquid chemicals…the ‘primeval soup’ of life so to speak! Learning about replicator molecules and lethal genes etc. has helped me understand the tree of life on a more microscopic level.
4)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/150.jpg?w=180&h=280]
Sorry Richard Dawkins, but you could have put an insomniac to sleep with that book! I don’t even have notes to paste up for this one. I read it, it was boring…complete opposite of what I want for my book…so maybe it was worth reading for that reason alone.
5)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/324.jpg?w=182&h=277]
This book was pretty good, perhaps a bit long winded but Pinker has a nice style of writing so he just about held my interest through most of it. Below are the notes from it I found useful.
6)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/413.jpg?w=181&h=279]
This, unfortunately, was a painful one to get through…not really anything of great use to be…more theoretical than what I’m aiming for. No notes, nothing of real use to me…sorry Pinker!
7)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/149.jpg?w=160&h=240]
This was an enjoyable read. Although not the angle I’m going for in my quest to explain the facts of evolution; derogation of religions and the beliefs of people, it opened my eyes to the power religion has over so many people. I’m not condemning faith, I’m just hoping to open people’s eyes to some logic and exciting science.
8)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/s2.jpg?w=160&h=172]
This was a very enjoyable read. This book confirms, through careful studies, that as a whole; the human race has become less violent and cruel over time. Although we have instinctual urges for violence and cruelty, it’s our acceptance of discipline and morality that we generally cooperate well with each other. I will be devoting a good chunk of one of my chapters to this subject, it’s fascinating!
9)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/157.jpg?w=160&h=228]
I’ve started reading this bad book, over 500 pages long! why so long, but it looks so damn interesting!
10)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/158.jpg?w=116&h=167]
This book didn’t hold much interest for me. It had no particular theme in my opinion and I skimmed through most of it, not intending to waste hours of my time on a book that I wouldn’t take any notes from.
11)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/229.jpg?w=180&h=279]
Like ‘River out of Eden’, a boring read. Only read the first third before skimming through the rest and giving up. No notes taken from it.
12)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/159.jpg?w=300&h=300]
Very good book. I learned alot about typography and interesting layouts
13)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/230.jpg?w=202&h=250]
It was the introduction to this book that I liked most, so that’s all I scanned into the pdf below
14)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/326.jpg?w=225&h=225]
Excellent book. I think I can learn alot from some of the exciting approaches typographers have used in magazine design and apply it to my book to keep it fresh and innovative
15)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/415.jpg?w=247&h=300]
Typography is a science and an art, this book is proof of that!
16)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/513.jpg?w=192&h=192]
This was a brilliant guide on how to write effectively and to not waffle your words. I’ve learned a great deal about typography layout, what words and phrases to avoid and general tips on the composition of my work.
17)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/166.jpg?w=495]
Excellent book, full for great tips for how to layout text nicely
18)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/236.jpg?w=206&h=245]
Like ‘thinking with type’, this book has been a great help to me.
19)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/167.jpg?w=188&h=300]
Robin, my design style mentor, lent me this one. It is my new bible! Full of excellent guidelines on how to layout a book in a clever way. Thumbs up!
20)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/168.jpg?w=495]
Fantastic book, helping me to decide on the grid that will work best for me.
21)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/237.jpg?w=495]
This is the book that’s going to help me conquer the fears on online digital publishing! Full of great advice and quick tips.
22)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/169.jpg?w=495]
I’ll upload the notes on the following books as I read them
23)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/238.jpg?w=183&h=275]
It was a good book..but not really suited to me at all. I prefer the madness and creativity in ‘Rework’ and ‘Linchpin’, so no notes to upload on this one
24)
[image: http://sharkinfestedcustard.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/328.jpg?w=170&h=252]
Incredible, fantastic, unputdownable!!! Love this book and everything that it represents.
25)
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Like ‘Rework’, this book has become my new bible. So well written and every page is bursting with fresh new advice.
26)
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Great book I’m going to read on how to set the right price for my eBook to sell online. I didn’t realise the amount of psychology behind the pricing of a book but there’s plenty to learn. Here’s the free eBook if anyone wants it!
29)
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APPENDIX B: Mood boards and experimental designs
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The first of the mood boards….
March 10, 2012 at 4:43 pm (Day to day updates of my project research and development) · Edit
I mentioned a few posts ago that I wanted to create mood boards to help me get a visual feel of the book and what colours would work best for different areas of the book. These first two deal with the chapter on the hominid family, or the Homo genus species. It helps, at a glance to see the faces up close and also a few images of what the hominids did to survive in their environment…
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Original colour style for book
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APPENDIX C: Excommunicated religious chapter
Chapter 13 – The religion versus science conflict
Friction between religion and supporters of evolution comes to a brink when parties from both sides speak of things that they may not be fully equipped to speak about. Scientists are no longer functioning as scientists when they make claims about the ultimate nature of reality and religious adherents make a mistake when they turn their sacred texts, written for theological purposes, into a template for scientific inquiry.
The following quotations indicate the range of beliefs about the conflict and harmony between science and religion;
“There has to be no conflict between true science and true religion, because they both describe reality” – Anon.
“Sciences respond to a felt need to understand the world, and religions respond to a felt need for the world to have meaning” – Statement by the Centre of Study of Science and Religion.
“After religious teachers accomplish the refining process indicated, they will surely recognise with joy that true religion has been ennobled and made more profound by scientific knowledge” – Albert Einstein
Extract from the better angels of our nature by Steven Pinker – Modern biblical scholars have established that the bible is a wiki. It was compiled over five hundred years ago from writers with different styles, dialects, character names and conceptions of god, and it was subjected to haphazard editing that left it with many contradictions, duplications and nonsensical writings. (It was also written , the new testament anyway, about a ‘divine messiah’ who was murdered 1500 years before anyone thought to lift a pen and write about it, another sure cause of misleading historical reference.)
The bible is one of the most violent compilations ever published and distributed. (Add more to this.) Ironically it’s referred to as the ‘Good Book’ and is the bestselling book in existence. But this discussion is not to accuse Christians of endorsing torture and persecution. The question is why they don’t, given that their beliefs imply that it would serve the greater good. The answer is that people in the West today catalogue their religious ideology. When they affirm their faith in houses of worship, they profess beliefs that have barely changed in two thousand years. But when it comes to their actions, they respect modern norms of nonviolence and toleration, a considerate duplicity for which we should all be grateful.
Why do we believe in gods?
If you understand the composition of a Big Mac meal then you can understand the composition of religion. We evolved adaptations for things that were crucial and rare for our survival; sugars of ripe fruits, fat of lean game meat and salt. The modern world creates a narrative form of it which derives from these adaptations and place supernatural needs in the place of physical needs. There is a very powerful human need for something to base their lives upon, something to work towards, to look to guidance for and receive assurance from. There is a widespread human need to have a purpose in life and a belief that there is an afterlife that we are special, that we are exceptions to the recycling of life; our bodies may decompose but our souls travel to a spirit realm where we are reunited with one another. Why do we have these needs? What evolutionary purpose did they serve? 
Morality and religion differ in the sense that morality is doing what is right, regardless of what we are told. Religious dogma is doing what we are told, no matter what is right.
When humans are unknowing and confused they make theories in order to solve things. In years to come these theories are usually proven false and it takes generations to believe the proof. One such example is the sun revolving around the earth. We now know that this theory is false, the earth revolves around the sun. I feel that religion is the same. Humans were confused about how we came about, and needed something to lean on to erase that unknowing. They came up with the idea that we were placed here by something greater than life itself. Science has proven evolution in so many different ways. It will take many generations before the world sees this. 
There is also the theory that the world was flat that has been disproven. There are so many other reasons why people need religion, not only the beginning our existence. Here are just a few of them: a moral reminder, the idea that we are not alone to struggle through life, the idea that there is some higher purpose to our existence, and that there is life after death for us and our loved ones. To provide substitutes, there are evolutionary morals and the meaning of life defined by contentment and love. But, with evolution, this also means that we just don't exist after we die. As much as I like evolution, it is another one of those theories that is compelling yet hard to prove or disprove. Religion is more than a handful of ideas, just as the need for it is equally complicated. The need is strong, and hard to dismantle. 

I think that it must stem from some innate need for a parental figure. The need to feel controlled; or rather have a dominant figure in one's life. When we grow up, there is a need for structure, which is usually provided by the parents, and in most cases, it is the father who enforces things, while the mother is more nurturing. when we are grown, we lack that in our lives, for the most part. so perhaps god is that nurturing and guiding power that people lack otherwise. It’s something that they can look up to, once they have lost their innocent idea that their parents are the strongest, truest and most perfect people in the world. god is omniscient, according to many that believe in a god.

Regardless whether there is a God or not, people have a burning desire to search for one. Why is that? Maybe God has instilled something in us or pushes us towards Him every once in a while. But, on a more practical stand, people need to have security in the unknown. They need somewhere to run to with their fears, ignorance, and their problems. Some examples of our ignorance are the concepts of infinity and nothingness. Non-existence outside the realm of life is a scary thought, for ourselves and our loved ones. Life is uncertain and people need something they can count on. So, if there is a God then he fills these voids. And if there isn't, the belief that he does exist serves the same purpose. I think most of what people call encounters of God can be explained psychologically. 


















APPENDIX D: Survey results,comparisions, summeries and conclusions.
I surveyed one hundred people by using an online survey link through my facebook account and also by handing out questionnaires in my university.
Results
1)

Interestingly, two people said they were neither religious nor spiritual but did believe in life after death.
2)

Three people said they were religious or spiritual but did not believe in life after death
3)

· “Non-believer, I find the idea being an all knowing being fine, but I don't think there is some guiding hand in life leading us.




4)

I was delighted to see such a vast favour of science/history topics; most people stated they enjoyed both. This would be a key factor in seeing the potential for my book.
5)

· Many amusingly said they thought it was a great TV show!
· A lot of people thought it was a big bang that formed earth
· Some thought it was a science theory that explained how life began

6)


Many mentioned their idea of the common misconception that humans evolved from monkeys





7)

Many who answered that they were religious/ spiritual went on to admit knowing very little about the big bang or evolution still but said they agreed with Darwin’s theory despite their lack of knowledge on the subject. One said that although they were religious, the found a lot of the bible’s teaching farfetched whereas Darwin shows a lot of logic.
8)

· “Inherit the Wind”

· “Darwin’s – ‘Origin of the Species’ and some of Dawkins’ like ‘The God Delusion’”.

· “When I was a kid yeah, I read children's encyclopaedias about it. I can't remember the names though”.

· “Yes. Too many to list them all.”

· “Indirectly, yes. ‘The God Delusion’ by Richard Dawkins touches on the subject.”


9)

· “No, there was a lot of unnecessary waffle in them”.

10) 


· “Having not read anything, maybe this is where the market exists; to make something much easier to read, something that looks much more commercial to attract the reader.”


11)

Many have several of these devices
12)

· “No. I am a bit old fashioned and prefer a real book!”

· “No, but I have downloaded books in PDF format to read on my laptop”.

· “Yes I have, especially for my course at University”.




13)

· “No. I feel it’s a novelty and will die down”

· “I think there is a place for them but there is something nice about being able to life a book and read off a black and white page in such a digital age”.

· “Yes, definitely”

· “Certainly a big part of the future but won’t completely replace paper books”.

· “Yes, they are so much cheaper for students”.

· “Yes and no. I still love really books but some books are too heavy and eBooks allow for easier access. I think both”.

· “Yes because they are an increasingly more viable way of exploring and acquiring material based on ones interests”.
14)

A few people went on to say that illustrated books are excellent for helping readers to understand the words better.
· “Illustrations always help”.

· “Yes, I do because at least it breaks up the book so it doesn't seem as dull or as long”.

· “For informative books, yes”

· “Illustrated is preferable”


15)

· “Yes it would give a greater understanding”

· “Definitely, I think it would be the first thing to draw my attention to it!”

· “Most definitely, I think any book of an educational or informative manner is enhanced by illustration”.

· “Definitely as it's a subject that most people don't totally get”.

· “I think that would depend on the reader. I myself, if the illustrations were clear and had a valid reason in being present, would be in favour”.

· One person said that they think many people disagree with evolution because they don’t understand it and that an illustrated book could help clarify things for them.

Comparisons
I’ve noticed a common pattern between answers to questions’ 1, 5, 6, 7 and 15. One answered that they were very religious, they know ‘enough’ about the big bang and evolution and they ‘disagreed’ with Darwin’s theory. Finally they ‘disagreed’ that an illustrated eBook on evolution could promote a better understanding of it.
     Two people said that they were very Christian. They stated that the big bang theory was ‘against Christian beliefs’. When asked what they knew about evolution, they answered that ‘we were meant to have evolved from monkeys’. They disagreed with Darwin’s theory of evolution but strangely ‘agreed’ that an illustrated book on the subject ‘could’ promote a better understanding of it!
     Two other people said they were ‘religious’, that what they knew of the big bang and evolution came only from what they were taught in school but that it contradicted their religious beliefs. Strangely though, they ‘partially’ agreed with Darwin’s theory of evolution and agreed that an illustrated book on evolution ‘could’ promote a better understanding of it.

Summery
It was clear to me from many of the answers given in questions five and six that the big bang theory evolution either weren’t given the attention they deserved by teaching authorities or that people just weren’t sure exactly what evolution was. It’s a common misconception held by people that we evolved from monkeys. We, in fact, evolved from a creature that was neither human nor chimpanzee. It was a common ancestor to both our lineages.
     I was delighted to see that most people weren’t in total agreement with their religious/spiritual beliefs and completely agreed with Darwin’s theory of evolution. One particular answer summed up this perfectly. They said;
	“Although I’m religious, I find some of the Bible’s teachings farfetched whereas Darwin shows a 	lot 	of logic”
     Only 20% had read about the subject of evolution and went on to say they thought many of the books were ‘complicated and had ‘a lot of unnecessary waffle in them’. They thought more imagery and more ‘to the point’ and ‘engaging’ writing could encourage more readers into this subject. One fantastic answer took the words right out of my mouth. This was answered by someone who hadn’t read any books on the subject but helpfully suggested;
	“Having not read anything, maybe this is where the market exists; to make something much 	easier to read, something that looks much more commercial to attract the reader”
     These are my thoughts exactly and primarily why I’m undertaking this project. As I’d predicted, most people had at least one device that they could read eBooks from. One person said they found their kindle to be an excellent tool for accessing and storing reading material for their university course.
     When asked whether they thought digital books are the future of book reading, the majority said yes. Many of those who disagreed said they preferred the feel of a real book and a few others believed that the eBook craze was just a novelty and would settle down again.
     Most people preferred illustrated books to plain ones, saying they feel it breaks up the text well and makes the book seem less dull and long.

Conclusion
Finally, I was greatly encouraged by the vast majority of people who agreed that an illustrated eBook on the subject of evolution would promote a better understanding of it. Some said ‘it would be the first thing to draw my attention to it’. One person cleverly said that they think many people disagree with evolution because they don’t understand it and that an illustrated book could help clarify a few things for them.
























APPENDIX E: August review questionnaire
Introduction
In August 2012, I asked twenty people from different professional backgrounds to review the first chapter of my eBook. I handed out review questionnaires to several marketing professionals, a few enthusiastic science book readers, a journalist, peer designers and a few others that just haven’t much previous knowledge on the subject. The following are pie charts of the results followed by a summery and conclusion.
1)
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2)
[image: ]
3)
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· “Yes, it really helped me to understand the need-to-know information about the Big Bang Theory”
· “Yes. I’ve read several books on the subject and this chapter described it in a fresh and interesting way”.
· “Yes. I’ve never read anything about the Big Bang Theory that’s been so relaxing to read. It’s usually long-winded and confusing”.
4)
[image: ]
·  “It’s too hard to understand this subject through words alone; the illustrations were nicely drawn and easy to understand”.
· “Yes. The chapters were much easier to read because of the illustrations. They had a nice light, simplistic style”.
· “Yes, they broke up the text nicely too”
· “Maybe. They’re nicely drawn and broke up the text well but I think the writing itself explains the story well enough”.
5)
[image: ][image: ]
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6)
·  “This chapter alone has helped me understand a lot of things I previously didn’t have a clue about. I’d love to learn more about evolution as well”.
· “Yes. I don’t really know anything about the Theory of Evolution either and would like to learn about it”
· “Yes. I wish I had the rest of the book to read now! 
7)

[image: ]

· “Yes, this book would be perfect for them”.
· “Yes. I have always been interested in the subject but never thought I would be able to understand it. It seemed too complicated, but this book makes it so easy to read about”.

8) Please feel free to add any additional comment based on your reading of this chapter
· “This chapter is anything but daunting, it’s exciting to read and easy to understand. I’d defiantly buy this book to read the rest of it.”
· “I think this chapter, and probably the rest of the book, would be a great introduction to the Big Bang Theory and the Theory of Evolution. With a basic understanding, some novice readers might be inspired to study more deeply into certain topic areas mentioned.”
· “This sample chapter describes all you need to know in a clear, concise and fresh new way”.
· “I would certainly buy this book after reading the first chapter; it’s not intimidating like other books already out there on the subject”.
· “I like how different this book is in comparison to other books based on the same subject. I’ve never seen anything quite like this; it’s exciting!”
· “This book targets a new readership market. It’s a beginner’s book for adults that may know nothing about the Big Bang Theory or the Theory of Evolution but want to learn about it in an exciting way.
· “Although I had previously understood a lot of the information described in the sample first chapter, I much preferred this style of writing. I wish I had read something like this before reading other complicated books on the subject”
· “I was drawn in by the book title and cover illustration immediately. It’s so clever and interesting to look at, and the sample chapter didn’t let me down, very enjoyable and informative”.
· “Very impressed with the first chapter and love the illustrations, so original!”
Summery
Question one asked if people knew anything about the Big Bang Theory before reading this chapter. 55% said no. Of the 45% who said yes, the vast majority admitted to knowing very little and a few said they had a reasonable amount of knowledge on the subject.
    Question two asked people to rate their knowledge of the Big Bang Theory after reading and looking at the illustrations in the first chapter. 60% rated their new knowledge level as excellent and 40% rated their new knowledge level as reasonable.
    Question three asked if people thought the chapter’s writing style was straightforward and easy to read. All twenty respondents said yes. One person added
	“I’ve never read anything about the Big Bang Theory that’s been so relaxing to read. It’s usually 	long-winded and confusing”.
    Question four asked if people thought the accompanying illustrations helped to explain the story of the Big Bang Theory. 90% said yes and 10% said maybe. One respondent said;
	“Yes. The chapter was much easier to read because of the illustrations. They had a nice light, 	simplistic style”.
    Question five asked if people had read any other books relating to the subject of the Big Bang Theory or evolution. 55% said no and 45% said yes. Those who said yes went on to rate other books to this one. When asked to rate other books’ illustration style, 67% said they were boring or complicated and 33% said they were reasonable. When asked to rate this book’s illustration style, 78% of people thought they were excellent and 22% thought they were reasonable.
    When asked to rate other books’ writing style, 78% said they were boring or complicated and 22% said they were reasonable. When asked to rate this book’s style of writing, 82% thought it was excellent and 18% thought it was reasonable.
    Question six asked if they would be interested in reading the rest of the book based on reading the first chapter. 100% said yes. One respondent added;
	“This chapter alone has helped me understand a lot of things I previously didn’t have a clue 	about. I’d love to learn more about evolution as well”.
    Question seven asked if they thought this book, based on the first chapter appeals to people that know little or nothing about the Big Bang theory or evolution and want to learn about it in a clear and interesting way. 100% said yes. One person said;
	“I have always been interested in learning about the subject but never thought I would be able to 	understand it. It seemed too complicated but this book makes it so easy to read about”
    Question eight asks people to add any additional comments based on their reading of the chapter. See comments above.

Conclusion
The results of this questionnaire clarify everything I aimed for with this book. I was greatly encouraged by the positive responses from a marketing, journalistic, design and book reading point of view. This illustrated eBook is unique in style, it has a definite marketing potential and it has achieved everything I’d wanted for it at this stage. The review of chapter one has spurred me on confidently to the advertising stage of this book.





APPENDIX F: Examples of illustrated book on evolution targeted at children
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Do you have a kindle, ipad or smart phone?
Yes	No	76	24	Have you ever downloaded eBooks onto these devices?
Yes	No	53	47	Do you think digital books are the future of book reading?
Yes	No	72	28	Do you prefer illustrated books to plain ones?
Yes	No	69	31	Do you think an illustrated eBook on the subject of evolution could promote a better understanding of it?
Yes	No	92	8	Are you religious/spiritual?
Yes	No	65	35	Do you believe in life after death?
Yes	No	Unsure	65	33	2	Are you an atheist/ non believer of supernatural beings?
Yes	No	25	75	Do the subjects of science/history interest you?
Yes	No	82	18	How much do you know about the big bang theory?
Know nothing	Know a little	Know a fair bit	Know a lot	50	33	6	2	How much do you know about evolution?
Know nothing	Know a little	Know a lot	34	53	13	Do you believe in Darwin's theory of evolution?
Yes 	No	Not sure	70	5	25	Have you ever read any books on the subject of evolution? If so, which ones?
Yes	No	20	80	Do you think they were well written?
Yes	No, too complicated	8	12	How do you think they could have been improved?
Needs more imagery	More 'to the point'	Less complex to read	More engaging	12	4	6	4	image6.jpeg
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¥ Yes ¥ No





image54.jpeg
Please rate how other books' illustration style

™ Boring/ complicated ™ Reasonable ™ Excellent

(3





image55.jpeg
Please rate this book's style of illustration

™ Boring/ complicated ~ ® Reasonable ™ Excellent

(3





image56.jpeg
Other books' style of writing

™ Boring/ complicated ™ Reasonable ™ Excellent

(3





image57.jpeg
This book's style of writing
™ Boring/ complicated ™ Reasonable ™ Excellent

(3





image58.jpeg
Would you be interested in reading the rest of this book that
continues to explore the Theory of Evolution, based on
reading this chapter?

™ Yes ®No

0%





image59.jpeg
EVOLUTION

"





image60.jpeg




image61.jpeg
INSIDE!
THE MAGIC
~ OF REALITY

WHATS REALLY TRUE.





image62.jpeg
click to LOOK INSIDE!





image63.jpeg




image64.jpeg




image65.jpeg




image66.jpeg
A N
A _\\J G

¢ somurwsr:
Lo A—

Mot han 13 illn yeas 90 foman ey ot
incredbly iy, supercondensed ste
the unvese exloded




image67.jpeg




image68.jpeg
to LOOK INSIDE!

i

The Universe;Tells
Outdrth Story.

By et scorgin (1
lysrated by Dara tymne andecsen





image69.jpeg
Wsl

= o i

‘There was Earth, once again,
‘smack in the middle of another disaster.

it vl ent s g e g e o ok
o cxr b b Earh hod ben g % many pocnngs and
Pounings

But Earth’s imagination wouldn’t
quit. A lot more is still to come.

ot wooly mammets dophins, and hse remarkatle humans, wil
appear. M mammls W S U, ook o over (s, 0 or
S oncs, and e e ay e, And il all o over oy
65 i years Thats st 3ty siver of Earis e e Sy s
o o pren, w36 mathematcal sk

Byt s o e by 0 s et
e -t Unvribeing o Ti e ik s, e 1
S g,y il e |k o o ey

)

[— -





image70.jpeg
INSIDE!





image71.jpeg
when {he wovld begun.




image72.jpeg
Clickto’ INSIDE!

THe BEST . BOOK of





image73.jpeg
Comiatted Material
Meet the humans

The first humanlike creatures are

known as “hominids,” and many
s believe that they had the
same ancestors as apes. The first

hominid, called Australopithecus, lived in Africa
between five and one million years ago. Over
several million years hominids learned to walk

upright. Their brains also grew larger over time.
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Chapter Six

“Thebrain s the most complex and powerful
‘machine n the world. s so powerful, it even.
beginning t understand tself and how ¢ works.
‘We're beginning to ook at the bigger picture,
‘ovsthe brain has rewired itzlf sice evolving
<o Hom sapiens'size and howw it adapting to
modern ife 1 s today.

For 990 of human existence, people ived =
foragersin small roaming groups. Our brains.

are adapted to that long-vanizhed e
sway oflfe, not o brand.new v o o posscets
agricultural and induserial

‘vilizations. They are not chon
svired t2cope with anonymos e =

crowds, schooling writen. e

s 5
ST e g .
S me)

<echnology, and other nevweomers @:?
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‘the Stone Age, not the computer =
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everything we do.
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‘makes several predictions, many of which have been proven through high tech
‘equipment and careful observacions by sientists. Thisis what has made t such a
‘popular theory regarding the origin of the universe andits development.

Before 1 delve o specifics, l correct a common misconception about the big.
bang Itis not a theory that deseribes the origin of the universe; rather it explains
‘hovs the universe developed from a very tiny, dense point into whatt i today.

It doesns explain whatgnited the creation ofthe universe, what came before
che big bang or even whatles outside the universe. Another misconceptionis

hatthe b bang was a kind of explosion. That's
ot accuracesither. The big bang describes the
expansion ofthe universe. While some versions of
he theory refer to n incredibly rapid expansion
(posibly faste than the speed oflight, it sl
ot an explosion in the classic sense.

In the 1920's an astronomer named Edwin.
Hubble theorized that the universe expands 55
time passes. This was based on his studies of
he distance o sars from the earth and their
speed of moving away from us seemed tobe in
proportion o that distance. He condluded from
his chat the universe was scill expanding. It
explainsthe expansion of space eself which in
curn means everything contained within space s
spreading apart from everything else.

‘Think of it 2 a polka dot balloon when it
deflated. When you blow ais o it it expands,
justlike the energy and matter which would
eventully cool enough to form stars and planets.
Yousee the dots moving away from each other the.
more sir you blow o . Todsy, when we look st
he nigh sky,we see galaxies separated by what
appears o be huge expanses of empty space. At
<he arliest moments of the big bang; ll o the
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describes a apid expansion of nergy and matter from a tiny, hot and extremely
dense speck. The energy thatignited the expansion ofthe universe had to come
From more than just  tiny hot speck that happened to b lying around. That tiny.
‘speck was the ignition, but what turned the key?

‘The Ekpyrotic theory attempts to explain what happened before the big bang.
Itisbazed on the ides that our universe was created from the collison ofwo
chree-dimensional worlds moving alon 2 hidden, extra dimension. These 2 three
dimensional universes seretch to infinity, separated by space. Drawn to each,
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